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Singletree duplex renovation began small, but became big and beautiful

by KIMBERLY NICOLETTI « photos by RYAN NEIL, 360 PRODUCTIONS

An angled ceiling gives some dramatic flair
to the newly configured living room.

HEN CLIENTS OF M.E. DESIGN STUDIO BEGAN A REMODELING PROJECT ON THEIR SINGLETREE
duplex, they intended to work only on the kitchen and boxed-in staircase. But, as is
often the case, one thing led to another.
Upon retirement they decided they would be spending more time in the mountains:
“So they thought, ‘Oh, well, as long as we’re doing that, we might as well do everything, so we
just went in and fully gutted it,” says Emily Kearl, owner of M.E. Design Studio in Avon.
The new floating staircase with its open, metal railing plays a prominent role in the sophisticated
upgrade; it stands out immediately upon entering the front door, at night the stairs are illuminated
providing an ambient glow at night.
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The team
reconfigured the
kitchen, streamlining
the flow and moving
the refrigerator

and range to

create a functional
working triangle.

orposiTe: The new
floating staircase
with its open,
metal railing plays
a prominent role
in the home’s
sophisticated look.

Remodeled with a Modern and Colorful “Wow” Factor
#1 Performing Short Term Rental in Building
Ski-In/Ski-Out and Walk to Village Location

2 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath, 1453 Square Foot

Pool, Hot Tub, Underground Parking

On-Site Management

MLS #1012065

Ritz Carlton Bachelor Gulch HS319/318 $2,875,000

Whole Ownership Residential Suite
Three Private, Covered Balconies
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath (Lock-Off)
Ski-In/Ski-Out with Views of Red & White Mountain
Luxurious Ritz-Carlton Hotel Amenities
THE VALUE OPPORTUNITY Within the Hotel e
MLS #1012183
VAIL PROPERTY

BROKERAGE

Greg Strahan & Connie Kincaid-Strahan | 970-390-0024 Vail Property Brokerage | www.JVailPropertyBrokerage.com
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“Everything in the home was
kind of blocky and choppy. We
opened all that up so the light
would shine,” she says, adding
that you now see an airy, more
open floor plan, which includes the
dining and living rooms. “It’s just
more of an inviting space.”

The team reconfigured the
kitchen, streamlining the flow
and moving the refrigerator
and range to create a functional
working triangle. Cutting Edge
Woodworking in Leadville
provided all of the home’s
cabinetry, including oversized
cabinets to accommodate huge
pizza pans, since the couple loves
making pizza. Removing dust-
collecting decorative shelving
in one corner of the kitchen also
modernized the layout.

Light, Taj Mahal Quartzite
replaced dark backsplash tiles and
brown granite, and a rectangular
island, grounded by gray and
cream cabinetry, replaced an
octagon-shaped one. Instead
of old-style pendants, recessed
ceiling lighting now brightens
and opens up the space, aided by
under-cabinet task lighting. This
four-bedroom entertainer’s home
also called for more than just two
seats formerly available at the
kitchen peninsula, so the team
opened up the kitchen as much as
they could, given the load-bearing
wall, and built a wider and longer
peninsula to accommodate four

people. They also removed an old
pantry in the back, in favor of a
larger, built-in pantry.

Rather than replacing the
hickory-scraped hardwood flooring,
they sanded and stained it to a
more contemporary hue, darker
than the original honey tone.

They opened up space
between the dining room and
entryway, keeping in mind the
load-bearing walls, and created
a custom beverage center with
floating shelving in the dining
room, along with installing a wine
cooler and cabinetry.

“T’hey wanted some sort of wine
station, so we got crafty with the
carpenter. We ordered regular cab-
inets, and then he cut them down
and built them into the wall. Then
Amy Dose, (a local artist) did this
really cool metallic finish to make
it look like its own furniture piece,”
she says. “We used the same count-
er top as the kitchen for continuity,
allowing the homeowners to serve
wine through the opening. It’s just
a fun little space.”

In the living room, the owners
didn’t want to rip out the fireplace,
but they didn’t like the color of it,
so they hired Dose to lighten
it from brownish stone to a lighter
hue. Then, the team brought in
much lighter and sleek-looking
furnishings to replace brown
leather sofas and chairs.

“We positioned the seating
around the fireplace, making it a

105 Edwards Village Blvd. Suite 104 Edwards, CO
970.446.6069 | www.shop714home.com
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New Stikwood
ceilings provide
sophisticated depth
and texture in several
rooms throughout
the home.

orrosiTE: A bridge
spans the space
between the primary
bedroom and the :
new bunk room. ¥

Breckenridge
Associates

REAL ESTATE

Eric Dahman e 970-485-5213
eric@breckenridgeassociates.com

$7.649M BRECK

99 BOULDER CIRCLE
5 BED e 8 BATH © 6,070 SQ FT

Move-in ready and priced below recent appraisal,
this brand-new luxury residence offers exceptional
value in one of Colorado’'s most prestigious ski
resort settings. Located in an exclusive, ski-access
community, the home showcases award-winning
craftsmanship and design by New West Partners.

SOLUTION
FOR

ALL
THINGS
ELEVATORS

* Residential Elevator
Installation & Repair

* Elevator Cab
Re-Modelling & Floors

* Dumbwaiter
Installation

* Wheelchair/Stair Lifts
* Licensed and Insured

* Elevator & General
Contractor

né\ﬁ/\«\

@ SUMMIT
I CONVEYANCE

www.summit-ci.com
970.389.6968

INTEGRATION Maht@summit-ci.com
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cozy and welcoming for the family
to gather,” she says.

They also installed an angled
Stikwood ceiling along with LED
strip lighting in place of the old
tray ceiling.

T’he main level bedroom was a
bit dark with a huge closet but no
nearby bathroom. They shortened
the closet, took over the adjacent
laundry room to build a full bath-
room and moved the laundry room
down to the lower level.

Upstairs, they designed a bunk
room out of an open lofted bed-
room, which overlooked the dining
and living rooms. Now, the ulti-
mately larger bunk room is private,
with an added door, space to sleep
four and two closets.

“You would just look down at
the fireplace in the living room, so
it was just dead, unusable, unnec-
essary space,” she says. “But by
extending the floor above the living
room, and integrating the upper
chimney into the bunk room, we
created valuable space.”

Upon leaving the bunk room,

a bridge leads to the primary
bedroom, where she also utilized
Stikwood on the ceilings.

“It was such a high ceiling and
kind of an awkward space, and I
wanted to warm it up,” Kearl says.

Double dressers also fill the
space, along with a modern head-
board, bedding, art and accessories.

The team gutted the primary
bathroom, with its tiled, half-

walled shower but maintained
the overall design of the
double vanity with central
makeup station.

“The bathroom was very
yellow and brown, and felt closed
in, it wasn’t open with glass like it
is now,” she says.

The lowest level features
a media room and another
remodeled bedroom and bath.

“They play a lot of games,
sing karaoke and play pool and
shuffleboard — you name it.
They’re into gaming and just
having family fun,” she says.

The project took two years,
since the owners didn’t plan a full
remodel from the start.

“They were excited about the
possibilities, so they continued
to expand and add on to the
project,” she says. “With all the
newness (of retirement) in their
life, they thought, ‘Hey, let’s have
a prettier home to come up to
— let’s have fun with this.” And
the contractor was very flexible
and accommodating and just
made it happen. We all worked
very well together.”

Utilizing the existing floors
and refinishing them along with
painting the fireplace stone
resulted in significant cost and
time savings. Ultimately, the total
renovation resulted in a light,
bright, open home for family
and friends to gather and make
memories for years to come.

Introducing Keystone's

premier slopeside
real estate opportunity

KINDRED

RESORT

HERE, WE'RE ALL KINDRED SPIRITS

Welcome to Kindred Resort, where the mountains
meet luxury and adventure in Keystone, CO.
Join us at your new ski-in, ski-out residence

with a private club membership. Unlock
the keys to an elevated mountain
lifestyle at the best address
in the Rockies.

Hotel | Residences | Private Club
OPENING WINTER 2025-2026

970-KINDRED
kindredresort.com
sales@kindredresort.com

LIV | Sotheby’s

INTERNMATIONAL REALTY

Listed by LIV Sotheby's International Realty. The developer reserves the right to make
modifications to design, specs, features and pricing without notice.
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