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An inspired redesign creates a personal space that’s both 
beautiful and functional

inside

TASTING 
PARTIES

–
HOUSEWARE 

TRENDS
–

DESIGN 
& STYLE

REAL ESTATE & MOUNTAIN LIFESTYLES | PRESENTED BY THE VAIL BOARD OF REALTORS® APRIL 2019

Visit vvhmag.com to read our 
tablet and desktop editions.



70 VAIL VALLEY HOME  |  APRIL 2019

REMODELING

S
ome home renovat ions 
look and feel revolutionary 
in the world of home 
design. This project — 

completed last winter by Emily 
Kearl, owner and designer at 
M.E. Design Studio, and Paul 
Stage of Carpentry Inc. — is one 
for the books. 

The original intention for the 
transformation was to make the 

bathroom and closet space  
more useable and functional. 

“We removed some 
unnecessary walls to open up  
the space,” Kearl shares. 

Included in the redo was 
incorporating a unique barn 
door, toilet door and a beautiful 
Japanese soaking tub that 
Kearl says is “an art piece 
for the entire bathroom.” 

Complete master suite renovation makes the space more functional and stylish 
by  KIM FULLER  •  photos by CHARLES TOWNSEND BESSENT

BEFORE& AFTER

When closed, the 
herringbone pattern 

of the barn door 
matches up with the 

herringbone wood 
pattern on the floor. 
The vanity cabinets 
were updated with 
new hardware and 

fresh paint.
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REMODELING

The 
Japanese 
soaking 
tub is a 
piece of 
art in and 
of itself.

  THE JAPANESE 
SOAKING TUB 
WAS A MAIN 

FEATURE  
IN THE DESIGN. 

EVERYTHING 
STARTED WITH 
THIS BRILLIANT 

PIECE THAT I  
FOUND  

IN DENVER —  
EVERYTHING 

ELSE JUST FELL 
TOGETHER  

AFTER THAT.”
— EMILY KEARL, M.E. DESIGN STUDIO

YOUR SPACE, YOUR STYLE…OUR PASSION

ME-DES IGN -STUD IO.COM

970 331 3464

Relax, we’ll handle everything

INFO@TURNKEYVR.COM • (970) 373 - 5468 

FULL-SERVICE VACATION RENTAL MANAGEMENT



73APRIL 2019  |  VAIL VALLEY HOME

“The Japanese soaking 
tub was a main feature in the 
design,” says Kearl. “Everything 
started with this brilliant piece 
that I found in Denver — 
everything else just fell together 
after that.” 

The shower space was also 
revamped to make it warmer, 
and wood wainscoting and 
vanity wall treatments were 
added with all-new tile and 
finishes throughout.

“The space was dated and in 
need of a transformation, and the 
clients needed this space to be 
functional,” Kearl explains.

Additional aesthetics are 
stylistically incorporated, like 
the floating vanity mirrors that 
are backlit with LED lighting 
behind them. 

“The tile column holds 
the plumbing for the shower 

fixtures but it is such a 
beautiful piece of art, too, 
along with the glass tile,” says 
Kearl. “And the one-of-a-kind 
barn door picks up on the tile 
floor pattern when the barn 
door is closed, so fun!”

This remodeled bathroom 
was successfully reimagined 
and completed with modern 
style that maintains an inviting 
energy of comfortable elegance. 
Kearl pulled together all 
the dynamic elements of 
the project with wide white 
herringbone tile complemented 
by the matching herringbone-
laid barn door. Rustic textures 
from the metal and wood 
accents offer the space a warm 
mountain feel, creating an 
overall balance to the space and 
an impressive display of alpine-
modern design.   

Originally, the 
shower had no 

door, making for 
drafty showers. 

By adding a 
door and some 

insulation on 
the exterior wall, 

it’s now much 
warmer.
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